CHAPTER  SIX

I should therefore like the courtier to have, apart from his nobility,
not only a quick wit, a well-formed person and face, but a certain
grace and so to speak an air or gentle expression [sangue\ which
makes him at once pleasing and attractive to all who behold him.
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HUNTING DAYS COMING TO AN

end with the approach of summer, the King returns to his
capital to take up again the daily work of a ruler. His
people expect direct access to him and that he should know
them personally. In this his sons help him, each of age
having some task. The Governance of Riyadh is always in
the hands of one of the King's sons. All complainants with
cases under customary law, disputes over trading and tribal
custom, and petitioners come to him, while cases under the
law of the Koran are ordinarily dealt with by the Qadki,
the City Magistrate. When there is no escape from a death
penalty the execution takes place after the midday prayers
and sermon on Friday. A lithe black swordsman, as efficient
as any guillotine or electric chair, is the instrument of death.

The crowd silently assembles when the soldiers file on to
the main square below the Palace. Then the Governor
comes and the man is brought forth. The words "In the
name of God the Merciful" ring out. Standing behind the
condemned man, the black executioner pricks him in the
side with his sword-point. The man tautens himself, and
his head falls off with one slicing blow of the sabre.

The Public Diwan of the Emir Saud, the King's eldest
son, is always much frequented by his brothers and Bedouin
visitors. From it there is a private door into the office of
Sheikh Yusif Yassin, who is Head of the King's Political
Secretariat. This office the Princes' and the King's advisee
use as an ante-room while waiting for audience. Brocaded
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